
Role 
Models 

Upon completion of this lesson, you will be able to 
discuss people who have made a difference in 
your life.

Learning Objective 

When I was a high school student, I got 

mixed up with the wrong crowd.

Someone who has really made an impact on 

my life is...

If it wasn’t for …, I wouldn’t be where I’m 
today.

Expression Check

1. Warm Up Activity  
 Talk about the questions.

Match the phrases (a-d) to the phrases (1-4) to form a complete sentence. The useful 
phrases are italicized.

2. Useful Phrases

1 Did you have a role model when you were young? Who was he/she, and why was 
this person influential?

2 Who do you consider to be your professional role model?

3 Tell about someone who you consider to have been a negative influence on you in 
the past.

A 1

B 2

C 3

D 4

When I was in high school,

Someone who really made
an impact on my life

If it wasn’t for my parents,

I’ve always looked up to him 

I wouldn’t be where I am today.

I got mixed up with the wrong crowd.

and admired his work.

is my paternal grandmother.
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Role 
Models Check out the slang and idioms and try to make your own sentences.

3. Slang & Idioms

Birds of a feather flock together. : people 
with the same tastes and interests will be 
found together 
 
bad egg :  an unpleasant and disappointing 
person who is often a bad influence on others 
 
chip off the old block :  a son who is just 
like his father 
 
The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. :   
children are often very much like their parents 

It doesn’t surprise me to hear they both ended 
up working there. You know that birds of a 
feather flock together. 
 
You can’t trust him- he’s simply a bad egg.  
 
 
Martin is literally a chip off the old block. He’s 
just like his dad. 
 
Her daughter soon showed her own musical talent, 
proving that the apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree.

4. Key Conversation  
         Read through the dialogue and practice with a partner.

He Taught Me All I Know 

Dad
What a great picture! Do you remember this one, a few summers ago? That’s 
grandpa, and we’re working on that old clunker of his. You know, I’d say that my dad 
was the greatest influence on my life, hands down. The lessons I learned from him 
shaped me into the man that I am today.

Son Can you tell me more about grandpa? I wish I’d gotten to know him better 
before…you know.

Dad

Grandpa was great. People always say the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. 
He taught me all I know about being a mechanic and gave me the confidence to 
follow my dreams to open up our shop. He encouraged me to be the best I could 
be and to be brave and honest. I guess he was my role model growing up.

Son I want to be just like you when I grow up, dad. I miss grandpa.

Dad
Just remember that I want you to be your own person and follow your own 
dreams. And I’m glad you had the opportunity to get to know grandpa before 
we lost him. 

1. How do you hope your children will view you when you are 
      gone, and what can you do now to truly make a difference in 
      their lives? 

2. How do you think the dad feels about his father?

A

B

C

D

Questions
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1   I hope that I’m always able to                                           like her.

2   People who were able to communicate in English were                                              the Korean society.

3   With                                        , we consciously or unconsciously tend to do the right thing. 

4   Jackie stands out as an incredibly                                                  .   

5   From a young age, I’ve always considered him to be one of my                                                    .

6   It was definitely a                                             coming from him. 

7   Road transport has a                                              on climate change.

8   It’s not enough just to volunteer. You need to                                              in your everyday life.

5. Situational Collocations   
Complete the sentences using the collocations from the word box.

Word Box

· integrity of character     · exhibit compassion      · meaningful gesture     · highly praised by 

· greatest influences         · live with integrity         · significant impact        · hardworking individual

Role models are individuals that 
possess attributes and behaviors 

that people admire and want to imitate. 
The desire of individuals to emulate the 
actions of their role model often stems 
from a desire to better oneself. Role 
models can be found in a variety of places 
at any stage of a person’s life. Look at 
the chart to the right to see who people 
around the world chose as their greatest 
influence.

Q   Who did you look up to as a role 
model when you were young? Has 
your role model changed since then? 
Explain.
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Choosing Friends Wisely

You think that your son has been hanging out with the wrong crowd 
recently. You are concerned about the negative influence they are 
having on him. He has not been focusing on his studies, and his 
grades are dropping. He seems secretive and is starting to become re-
bellious. You want your son to make wise choices for his friendships, 
and you would prefer for him not to hang out with this particular 
group. At the same time, you worry that you may be being overpro-
tective and think it might be best to let him learn from his mistakes.  

Q1. What would you tell your son to do?

Q2. What advice would you give your son to help him make better decisions?

Q3. Do you think a parent has the right to intervene in his or her child’s friendships?  
         Why or why not?

The Traits of Successful People
Have you ever wondered how to 
succeed in your life? Here are some tips 
for success.

Q1 Do you think that only successful people 
       can be role models? Why or why not?

Q2 What is your personal definition of 
       “success”?

SERVE 

PUSH FOCUS

PERSIST
IDEAS

GOOD

WORK PASSION

WHAT LEADS
TO SUCCESS?VS

Successful People Unsuccessful People

Have a sense of gratitude Have a sense of entitlement

Forgive others Hold a grudge

Give other people credit for their victories Take all the credit for their victories

Accept responsibility for their failures Blame others for their failures

Compliment Criticize

Read everyday Watch TV everyday

Keep a journal Say they keep a journal but really do not

Talk about ideas Talk about people

Want others to succeed Secretly hope others fail

Share information and data Hoard information and data

Keep a “to-be” list Do not know what they want to be

Exude joy Exude anger

Keep a “to-do/project” list Fly by the seat of their pants

Set goals and develop life plans Never set goals

Continuously learn Think they know it all

Embrace change Fear change

Operate from a transformational 
perspective

Operate from a transactional 
perspective

6. What Would You Do? 
Read the situation and explain what you would do in that situation.
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